
JULY 2021 NEWSLETTER 

Ngā mihi o te Tau Hou Māori – Ngā mihi o Matariki 

The rise of Matariki signals the Māori Lunar New Year, and a time to 

acknowledge the year past, celebrate the present and plan and 

prepare for the year ahead.  Historically, the stars were closely tied to 

planting, harvesting, and hunting.  If the stars appeared clear and 

bright, it signified an abundant season ahead.  

Traditionally, Matariki was a time to acknowledge the cycle of life. It is 

a time to reflect, be thankful, and for whanau and friends to come together and share kai. 

Other traditions celebrate Winter Solstice as the furthest swing of the pendulum of the seasons into 

the dark of Winter and a sign that Spring is coming, as the days get shorter and lighter.   

How to spot the Matariki stars 

As one of the star clusters nearest to Earth, this constellation is one of the most obvious to the 

naked eye.  To find them, look to the northeast horizon before sunrise.  Search for the distinct line of 

stars that forms Tautoru, or Orion’s belt.  Keep moving your gaze north of these three stars until you 

see a cluster of tiny stars that are roughly as wide as Tautoru is long. These are the Matariki stars. 

 

Greetings colleagues and friends, 

 

It has been a busy few months for the Board. This state of affairs is not entirely unwelcome as it 

forms a fertile medium for achievement. 

One of the standout parts of Board business in this period was accepting the Associations kind 

invitation to attend their AGM in New Plymouth. 

The Taranaki region, like many parts of Aotearoa has its’ own unique feel, nestled as it is in the 

shade of Taranaki and held by the Wanganui in the South. It is a very peaceful place, this feel is 

perhaps best manifested by the historic settlement of Parihaka. 

It was a very wet weekend, and in opening the meeting the presiding Kaumatua shared an inspiring 

metaphor I had not heard before. Perhaps it may be some comfort to those of you in districts 

ravaged by storms recently; 

The drops of rain from Rangi Nui the Sky Father fall as healing massage onto the back of 

Papatuanuku the Earth Mother. 

Passion has always been a much-admired emotion in Chiropractors, it is oft expounded as the fuel 

that propels us in our work to care for our patients. 

Passion however is not everything, and when it propels us so fast we forget common courtesy, are 

pushed to overstep the social bounds of acceptable behaviour and spin out of control, it has 

overwhelmed us, rather than simply fuelled us. 



I must entreaty members of the Profession to work collegially together, rediscover the gifts of 

humility and courtesy and above all keep yourselves, your family, our profession and our 

patients….safe…… 

 

Yours. 

 

Dr Tim Cooper BSc, BSc(Chiro) 

Chair 

 

Board Members Update 

Farewell – Dr Kristin Grace 

After serving three full terms, the maximum under the legislation (plus an additional year), the Board 

sadly farewells Dr Kristin Grace from the Board.  Dr Grace was appointed to the Board in August 

2011 and became Chair in 2014.  During her time as Chair, she has given so much of herself, her skills 

and time to the profession.  She was pivotal in the development of several policies (internally and 

externally), guiding the Board towards strong right touch regulation, strategic planning, and financial 

and risk management.  We have been extremely fortunate to have had her serve with us. 

The Board would like to take this opportunity to express their sincere gratitude to Dr Grace for her 

dedication, hard work and commitment to the Board, public safety, and the profession during her 

time on the Board. 

New Board Appointment – Dr Edward Benson-Cooper 

The Board would like to welcome Dr Edward Benson-Cooper who was appointed to the Board in 

June 2021.  Dr Benson-Cooper may be well known to many in the profession, he practices in Milford, 

Auckland and graduated from the New Zealand College of Chiropractic.   

Future Appointments 

If you have an interest in governance, and would like to contribute to the health and safety of the 

New Zealand public when visiting a Chiropractor, we urge you to submit your application for a 

position on the Board. Please contact the General Manager/Registrar for more information if you are 

interested. 

Secretariat Update – Appointment of Deputy Registrar 

The Board would like to congratulate Leanne Davis on her recent promotion to the newly created 

position of Deputy Registrar.  Leanne first joined the Board in August 2014 as Registrations Officer 



and Administrator and has worked diligently supporting the Registrar and Board in its regulatory 

functions.  Many of you will have had contact with Leanne over the past seven years with 

registration, APC, CPD and other regulatory enquiries.  The Board would like to express their 

appreciation to Ms Davis for her ongoing commitment to the Board. 

HPDT Hearing Outcome 

On 6 May 2021, the Health Practitioners Disciplinary Tribunal (the Tribunal) considered a charge of 

professional misconduct laid by a Professional Conduct Committee against Dr Sung Gyu Hong, 

formerly of Christchurch (the Chiropractor). 

The full decision relating to the case can be found on the Board website here. 

Review of Competency Based Standards for Chiropractors 

A board-appointed committee made up of practitioners and other interested professionals are 

currently working on reviewing the Board’s Competency Based Standards for Chiropractors.  This 

review is being project-managed on behalf of the Board by policy and regulatory specialists, Allen & 

Clark.  It is anticipated that the Draft Competency Based Standards will be available for consultation 

with the wider profession towards the end of this year.   

Please watch out for this consultation arriving in your Inbox, your opinions are important to the 

Board, and this is your opportunity to contribute to the development of this important policy. 

New Health System Announced 

Recently the Minister of Health, Hon. Andrew Little announced the much-anticipated overhaul 

of New Zealand’s health system.  Two new agencies are to be introduced – Health New Zealand to 

oversee our health system and a Māori Health Authority, tasked with commissioning services to 

improve health outcomes for Māori.  Announcements are expected to be made regarding New 

Zealand’s disability services later this year. 

A health system that delivers equity in healthcare and provides culturally safe care for Māori and all 

New Zealanders is certainly something to aspire to.  In the meantime, the work to ensure patients’ 

needs are met continues day-to-day.  The Board will be looking at what these changes might mean 

for the profession and how we can best support Chiropractors in this transition process. 

More information can be found here and more details in fact sheets here. Māori health leader Sir 

Mason Durie is the Government's first appointment for the incoming Māori Health Authority. 

Council on Chiropractic Education Australasia (CCEA) 

The latest CCEA Digest is now published. It outlines activity from the most recent meetings in May. 

Of note is the appointment of Board Chair, Dr Tim Cooper to the CCEA Board replacing Dr Kristin 

Grace, and the appointments of Dr Kelly Holt and Dr Jesse Cleave to the CCEA Accreditation 

Committee.  

https://www.chiropracticboard.org.nz/our-responsibilities/disciplinary-hearing-outcomes/
https://dpmc.govt.nz/publications/health-reform-white-paper-summary?utm_source=RA%27s+and+stakeholders&utm_campaign=81f5646c9c-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_06_01_34_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a6c4c6efc1-81f5646c9c-323292967
https://dpmc.govt.nz/publications/health-and-disability-system-review-factsheets-english?utm_source=RA%27s+and+stakeholders&utm_campaign=81f5646c9c-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_06_01_34_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a6c4c6efc1-81f5646c9c-323292967
https://www.ccea.com.au/files/2316/2443/0510/CCEA_Digest_May_2021_v0.1.pdf


World Federation of Chiropractic – Position Statement on Global 

Health Practices and Claims Substantiation 

The World Federation of Chiropractic (WFC) has released two new position statements related to 

public health.  WFC Board unanimously passed the statements, which emphasize the organization's 

support for globally accepted scientific and public health practices and the need for claims made by 

chiropractors to be capable of substantiation. 

To read the full article, please click here:  09 June 2021 Press release. 

Both position statements are accessible on the WFC website:  

 Support of globally and scientifically healthcare practices by chiropractors:  

 Claims of effectiveness, cure or prevention made by chiropractors  

 

 

 

https://www.wfc.org/website/images/wfc/Latest_News_and_Features/Global_Public_Health_Practices_and_Claims_Substantiation_2021_06_09.pdf
https://www.wfc.org/website/images/wfc/Policies/Position_statement_-_Support_of_globally_and_scientifically_accepted_healthcare_practices_by_chiropractors__2021.pdf
https://www.wfc.org/website/images/wfc/Policies/Position_statement_-_Claims_of_effectiveness_cure_or_prevention_made_by_chiropractors_2021.pdf
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